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Terrorism threatens 
Mideast equilibrium 


Bili Kritzberg 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


Terrorism, specifically state-supported terrorism, is rapidly becom- 
ing an important strategic weapon in the Middle East, affecting the local, 
regional and international balance of power. 

While experts disagree about the measures that will work to combat 
terrorism, there is a 
consensus among stu- 
dents of the problem 
that terrorism is now a 
low-ievel form of war- 
fare used by States to 
advance their interests. 

“The largest intemal 
threat in the Middle 
East is the threat of the 
Islamic fundamental- 
ists” using terror, a 
senior Defense Department official told The Washington Times. 

He said U.S. officials were concemed about the activities of Iran in 
Lebanon and the Gulf States. Islamic fundamentalism, he said, was also 
a threat to the political and social order in Egypt. 

A recent report by the Senate Subcommittee on Security and Tterror 
said that u 400 international terrorist attacks took place against U.S. 
diplomatic and military facilities and U.S. personnel between 1973 and 



the end of 1983.” Eighty-three 
percent of these incidents were in 
the Middle East. 

A study by Brian Jenkins of the 
Rand Corporation predicted that the 
world is entering a new era char- 
acterized by an increase in state- 
supported terror. The Middle East, 
the study said, would continue to be 
a major target area. 

Most important, in the view of 
American policymakers, is that pro- 
Westem States in the area are in- 
creasingly becoming targets of 
state-supported terror. 

State-supported terror could sub- 
vert the strategic balance in the area 
through subversion and the assas- 
sination of pro- Western leaders, ac- 
cording to Robert Kupperman of the 
Georgetown Institute for Strategic 
and International Studies. 

Govemments in the area have 
been intimidated, he said, because 
“heads of state are in danger. They 
can be murdered by [Libyan leader 
Coi. Muammar] Qaddafi,” and other 
anti- Western regimes. 

Mr. Kupperman iisted Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt as countries 
in imminent danger. He said that the 
Soviets “don’t want massive de- 
stabilization, but want to weaken the 
fabric of relations between the U.S. 
and moderate Arab States.” 
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terror goes back decades, according 
to Yonah Alexander of the State Uni- 
versity of New York. “The Soviets 
have a conscious philosophy to uti- 
lize terror to further their strategic 
interests,” he said. 

“The first camp was estabiished 
in Thshkent in 1920. They brought 
Third World recruits to be trained in 
‘wars of national liberation.’ During 
the 1930s they set up an infra- 
structure in Lebanon among the Ar- 
menians in the ASALA movement 
(Seeret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia),” he said. 

Current Soviet efforts include 
training Shi’ite terrorists in the So- 
viet Union, according to Mr. Alex- 
ander. 

“Through proxies — Syria, Libya 
and even the Iranians — the Soviets 
have set up a terror network ,” in the 
Middle East, he added. Terrorists 
are trained at 20 bases in Libya, in 
Syria and in Syrian-controiled areas 
of Lebanon, as well as in Iran and 
South Yemen. 

The Senate report, prepared b y 
Rav Cime, former deputy director of 
the CIA, and Mr. Alexander said th at 
Ayatollah Kuhollah Khomeinrs re - 1 
gime in Iran “or^anizes, plans~anci 
assigns the missions of terrorist s, 
mainiv ShTite Moslems. operatmcm 
t he Mideast and beyond. Qaddafi 
contributes monetary aid and arms , 
at least to a limited extern. LSyna h 
le ader Hafezl Assad gives locaTap- 


p roval to proposed operations . . . All 
three coordinate their efforts,” 

Mr. Alexander confirmed other 
reports that at a meeting last Jan- 
uary the foreign ministers of these 
States “agreed on escalation of ter- 
ror against U.S. and Western inter- 
ests” 

Middle East terrorists long have 
cooperated with terrorist organiza- 
tions worldwide. Mr. Alexander 
cited recent examples, including the 
recent visit of Iranian Prime Min- 
ister Hossein Mossavi to Cuba “to 
discuss cooperation in anti- 
American activities. Another exam- 
ple, is the fact that Iranians and Pal- 
estinians are in training in 
Nicaragua.” 

State-supported terror is the 
latest tactic radical States use to fur- 
ther their interests. 

Libya is involved in subversion in 
Ghana, Gabon, Chad and Senegal, as 
well as the Middle East, in an effort 
to spread Islam into sub-Saharan Af- 
rica. Coi. Qaddafi also has declared 
interest in destabilizing pro- Western 
govemments and destroying Israel. 

Syria continues to pursue a 
divide-and-rule policy in Lebanon, 
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